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Bilhah Zibersky - Chronicle

Bilhah, the daughter of Mina and Zvy Zibersky, was born in August 8, 1927 in a small
village of Lupets in what is now Belarus. During the year 1934 Bilhah and her family
immigrated to then Palestine as a Zionist family with sufficient economic means thus
avoiding the long waiting list. The family settled in Rishon-Letsion. Bilha finished her
elementary school in her home town and graduated from high school at the famous
"Hertzelia gymnasium™ in Tel-Aviv. After graduation Bilha volunteered to join the
"Palmach" underground forces for a year as a national service. During that year she was
based in kibbutz Ramat David where they received military training while working in the
kibbutz. During that year Bilha, as part of the "Hagana™ underground fighting forces,
participated in a number of smuggling illegal Jewish immigrants that have reached the
shoreline in boats, and where taken ashore secretly avoiding the British army blockade.

At the end of that year as a volunteer, her group decided to start a new kibbutz and Bilhah
decided to continue her education and during the year 1945 had registered at the "Hebrew
University" at Jerusalem majoring in education.

As the war of independence started Bilha's was at her third year of social studies. Bilha
immediately stopped her studies and joined a fighting unit made up of university students
and requested, to join a unit going to the battle lines since she was already a trained soldier.
At first she was attached as a radio operator to units protecting the Jewish neighborhoods at
the outskirts of Jerusalem. Later Bilha was sent with a platoon of student fighters to the
Castel area where bitter fighting were going on to keep the supply road to Jerusalem open.
She was stationed as a radio operator in a far out outpost located in a commercial quarry,
"Tsuba, which protected the eastern flank of Jewish settlements in the Castel area.

The battles in the Castel area became fierce with heavy casualties to both the Jewish and
Avrabic sides. During the day of March 18, 1948 a irregular Arab forces attacked the quarry,
after long hours the defenders managed to drive away the attackers. However the siege
around the quarry became very dangerous and it became questionable whether the small
group of fighters could hold much longer. On April 5 the defenders of the quarry managed to
break the siege and find temporary safety at the near by Jewish settlement of "Arza". On
April 6, Bilhah and the other fighters from the quarry were evacuated to Jerusalem in an
armored vehicle. On the highway to Jerusalem the vehicle was attacked, damaged and rolled
down to a deep canyon. Most people in the vehicle were badly injured. Bilhah was brought
to a hospital in a critical condition and died after two days. She was buried on April 9 1948
in a temporary cemetery and than moved to the national military cemetery in mount Hertzel.

In her last note to her parents that she managed to send after the evacuation from the quarry
she wrote:

"Dear Mom and Dad,

I am here in Arza, very healthy and a hundred percent safe.

82



Please don’t worry about me. We are here loaded with work and I shall remain here until the
situation in the area improves, hopefully it will be tomorrow or day after at the latest.

Our people are holding on with bravery. | am very much concerned with the fate of the
people here. Please do not worry about me and don't be angry about my situation. Believe
me, | feel that | have to do what I do. | am helping very much here.

Again, I am ok, ok, don’t worry there is no need to worry.

I hope that all of you are in good health.

Love

Bilha"
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