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SHAAR HAGAI, Israel - The former commandos gathered in a forest clearing about 14 miles west of Jerusalem for
what was likely to be their final battle. The surviving members of Palmach, the elite strike force of the Haganah
underground who fought in the 1940s to establish the state of Israel are now in their late 80os and 90s. One former
fighter wore a hearing aid; and another moved gingerly with the aid of a walker.

Their immediate objective was to overturn a government decision to dedicate part of a heritage site at Shaar Hagai,
the landmark where members of the Palmach fought some of their toughest campaigns, in memory of Rehavam
Zeevi, a former Israeli general turned right-wing politician who was assassinated in 2001 by Palestinian militants.
The veterans more strategic goal was to reclaim the legacy of their fallen comrades which the survivors is being
stolen, and to preserve it for further generations. And to fight the growing indecency of politic in the country they
struggled to establish.

Mr. Zeevi fought with the Palmach. but not at Shaar Hagai.
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